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We interact with animals on daily basis in
varying degrees depending on our country of
residence. Thus zoonotic diseases will remain
a target for research.

Why VetMedUni?

Electron microscopy
Focus of research
Research has linked the rustrela virus to the
feline staggering disease: a neurological
disease characterized by a “staggered” gate.
During our program, we tested cell samples
from cats exhibiting such symptoms using
PCR and capillary electrophoresis to try and
identify the genetic material of the virus.
We were also given a chance to watch the
process of reading the genetic material of
chronic bee paralysis virus and understanding
the journey of identifying the mutations which
cause the clinical symptoms and hence trying
to target and deactivate it.

Areas Covered
• Electron microscopy
• Polymerase chain reaction 
• Capillary and gel electrophoresis
• Monoclonal antibodies
• Immunofluorescence
• Reading genetic material and 

comparing it to that on the NCBI 
BLAST library

• Cell culturing
• Using lab tools/materials
• Applying lab safety and cleaning 

procedures

Beyond the Lab
Austria was a stunning country with infinite scenery and places to
visit, notably the fascinating historical sites such as the
Kunsthistorisches museum. Still, Prof. Norbert was adamant about
making our stay as eclectic and rewarding as possible by showing
us places that broadened our knowledge of the medical field. One
of which was the blood donation center, where we followed the
process of donating blood from donor to lab to recipient and
opened our eyes to the vast world of blood analysis.
With all the bee colonies living on campus comes plenty of honey to
be harvested. We dedicated an entire day to doing strictly that, a
labor-intensive yet beautiful and therapeutic task indeed.
We were also given a guided tour of the United Nations
headquarters and witnessed first-hand where change is made in
hopes of solving fundamental issues around the globe.
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